The Working Group are developing a CNA, initially paper based, which is currently being piloted with adult family carers in a longitudinal study across 11 countries, including Ireland, in order to finalise the tool. Once the pilot is complete, the CNA will be available as part of the interRAI integrated suite of assessment tools which are in use Ireland and internationally in an electronic format across health care settings.
The target population for the pilot study are adult family carers who are providing an ongoing and significant level of care to an older person person who is in need due to illness, disability, or frailty. A family carer can be a relative, friend or neighbour. Approximately 600 Family Carers will be recruited internationally. The final potential target population in Ireland is all Family Carers who provide significant levels of care.
This initiative is innovate as it represents a first between a state health agency, a number of not-for profit agencies and a leading academic health care assessment systems design collaboration (interRAI), in developing, testing and (potentially) implementing a comprehensive standardised assessment tool.
Current models of CNA have not been exposed to sufficiently comprehensive evaluation. This paper charts the progression and challenges of this initiative, using an Implementation Science Framework. There will be a discussion on the learnings from the process together with a wider assessment of the future potential for Carer Needs Assessments in general.
